
fhe lntolerable Acts
KEY QUESTIOi{ What rights were threatened by the lntolerable Acb?

Boston Tea Party infuriated Parliament. One British ofEcial said the

rle of Boston 'ought to be kno&ed about their ears " King George [ll

(olonists battle Red<oats

at Lexington, 1775.
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e Road to Lexing[on
and Concord

One American's Story
At dawn on AP:i,l 19, 1775, CaPtain Iohn
Parker and 70 of his men stood on the grassy

common at the center of Lexington, a village

near Boston. The men under Parkels command

belonged to the local militia-a force of armed

civilians pledged to defend their community
About one-third ofthe Lexington militia were

Uinutemen, colonists uained to be "ready to

act at a minutet v/aming." A soldier described

what happened next

PRIMARY SOURCE

II There suddenly appeared a Number of
King'stroops.,. TheYwere... on a

qui(k pace Towards us with Three officers

in there front on horse back and on full
gallop Towards u5 the foremost ol whi(h

cryed through down your arms you villains

you Rebels." l!
-lohn Robbint quoted in Realaoats and R*ds

violent rcvolution.

Captain Parker was wounded and eight of his men were killed in the

6tst fi-ghting ofthe War of tndependence. Colonial Protests had tumed into



declared, "VVe must master them or totally leave th€ln to themselves and
treat them as aliens." Britain chose to ,,master,, the co onies.

Attacks on Rights ard Liberties In 1774, parlian{lnt passed a series of
laws to punish the Massachusetts colony and to clamp c own on resistance in
other colonies. The Briti$h called these laws the Coercir e Acts, but they were
so halsh that the colonis$ called them the lntolerable , \cts. These acts were
a direct atrack on colonisrs' tmditional righrs and liberties, because they

. dosed rhe port of Boston until colonists paid for the destroved tea. alrered rhe Massachuselts chaner to ban town mr elings
o replaced the elected council with an appointed o re. increased the govemo/s power over the colonisti

protected British omcials accused of oimes in tht.colonies from
being tried by colonists
allowed British officers to house troops in privarc dwellings

_To 
enfotce the acts, parliament appointed Geneml Th omas Gage govemor

of Massachusetts.

il:L:,T:*:,ffi;?:;".",", )
the important events of their time. Each 4.:,.-
(artoon on these pages expresses the point
of view of the (artoonist. Notice ftow ihe
cartoonists use symbolt exaggeration, and
humor to get their points across.

The Bostonians in Distress
This cartoon uses symbok to show the siiuation in
Bonon atter the lntolerableActs stopped allships
from enterinq the town's harbors.

Bostonians are trapped in a
(age symbolizing the restri(-
tions oI the lntolerable Ads_

Other aolonists are shown
helping the Bostonians by
teeding them fish.



fhe First Continental Congless lvleeG In 1772, Sam Adams had \^,iften,
'l wish we could arouse the continent." The Intolerable Acts answered his
wish. Other colonies immediately offered Massachusetts their support. Thei/
sent food and money to Boston. The committees of correspondence alsr>

called for a meeting ofcolonial delegates to discuss what to do next.
In September 1774, delegates from all the colonies except Georgia met in

Philadelphia. At this meetin& called rhe First Continental Congrest delegater
voted to ban all tlade with Bdtain until the Intolerable A.ts were repealed.
'Ihey also called on each colony to begin tmi[ing troops. Ceorgia ageed
to be a part of the actions of the Congtess wen though it had voted not to
send delegates.

The First Continental Congress marked a key step in American history.
Although most delegates were not ready to call for independence, rhey were
determined to uphold colonial rights. This meeting planted the seeds ofa
future independenl govemment. John Adams called it "a nursery ofAmericarL
statesmen-" The delegates agreed to meet again in seven months.

The Bostonialr Paying the
Excise-man
This canoon was pu rished in London in 1774.

It shows horv Torieli lthose supporting the King)

viewed (olonial prcl-'sts.

A customs irrormer, who has
been lared and feathered; is
being tormDlted,

The protesters are shown
as violent thugs.

CRlltCAL IIII iIiIG
l. Make lnferen.es which (artoon is sympathetic

to dle colonis$?

2. Synthesi2€ Howv,ould these imag€s have helped

unite fie colonists rqainst Brilish polides?

EI see skillbuil ler Handbook, pase R21.



Abigail Adams 1244-ts1s

Abigail Smith was born on November 11, 1744, in

Weymouth, Ivassachuretts. She married John Adams

in 1764, the same year that gritain enacted the

SugarAct. She was often left alone to manage the

familyfam and raise their children.

During their long separationS Abigail wrote her

husband many letters about government and

politics. often she expressed her opinions to her

husband and even gave him advice when creating

new laws. ln one lettel Abigail asked Joho to give

wom€n more rights. 'Remember the ladieS" she

wrote him, "and be more generous and favorable

to them than your ancestors." Abigail's views were

wellahead ofher time, although itwas years before

women achieved equal rights.

CnEICAL tHll{l(llfc Draw Con.lusions what
might Abigail Adams think about woment righB today?

British Control Begins to lilip The colonists
hoped that another trade bovcou would force a

repeal of the Intolerable Acs. After all, past boy-
cotts had led to the repeal oI rhe Stamp Acr and
the Townshend Acts. This tioe, however, Parlia-
ment stood fiIm. It even incr€i.sed rcstrictions on
colonial trade and sent more .roops in the colo-
nies. Howwer, in the countrlaide, Bdtish authori-
ties were already losing control of government.
Throughout the colonies, Am( ricans acted force-
fully to ree$ablish the righf dtar Parliament was
raking away. ln the summer of 1774 in towns
throughout Massachusetts, la{le crowds gathered
to prevent British-appointed judges from holding
couft. They also forced many unelected officials
to resign. In defiance ofrhe rtyal govemor, the
people of Massachusetts elect8l a provincial con-
gress with the power to colle(t its own taxes and
raise its own army.

By the end of 1774, some (olonis$ were pre,
paring to fight. In Massachusetts, fohn Hancock
headed the Committee of Sali ty, which had rhe
power to call out the militia. IrL Virginia, House of
Burgess member Patrick Henr), delivered his most
famous speech, calling forwar:

PRIMARY SOURCE

(( Gentlemen may cry peace. p( ace-but there is

no peace. The war is actuall, begunl The next
gale that sweeps from the ncrth will bring to
our ears the clash of resound ng arms! Our
brethren are already in the li3ldl Why stand we
here idle? , . , I know not wh,tt (ourse others
may take; but as for me, giv,! me liberty or give

me death. r,

-Patrick Henry, quoted ll Patrrotr

But most colonial leaders beli eved that any fight
with Britain \.ould be shoft. Ihey thought rhat
a public show of force would make the B rish
Parliament change its policies.

O SUMMARIZE Explain what rigits were threatened

I otturr.
BIOGRAPHY

For more on on AbigailAdamt go to
the Resear.h & Writing Center
@ Classzone.com
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The Revolution Begins
& KEY QUESflo[ Why did the fighting beqin at lexington?

Since 1770, Sam Adams had been buildin8 a network of informants to keep

watch over Bitish activities. The British had fieir spies too. It was from these

spies that Ceneral Gage leamed that the Massachusetts militia was stodng

arms and ammunition in Concord, about 20 mil€s northwest of Boston. He

also heard that Sam Adams and John Hancock were nearby in Leldngton.

On the night ofApdl 1 8, 1775, cage otdered his trooPs to arrest Adams and

Hancock in L€xington and to destroy the supplies in Concord.

The Midnighl Ride The sons of Liberty had prePared for this moment.

Paul Revere, a Boston silversmith, and a second messenger, william Dawes,

were sent to spread the news about British trooP movements. Revere would

cross the harbor from Boston to Charlestown. From there he would ride to

Lexington and Concord. Dawes would take the land route.

Revere had arranged a system ofsignals to alert colonists across the harbor

in Charlestown. One lantem buming in the old No(h Church steeple sig

naled that the British troops were taking the land route out of Boston; tv.o

lamps meant that the troops were leavlng Boston by waret

EW E]{GLAI{DEBS OPPOSE
THE KI G

New Englanders had a long history of fier@ opposition

to royal authodty. During the English civilwar of the

I640$ many New England Pu tans returned to [ngland

to fight the king.They rejoi(ed when a republicwas set

up in England following the king! execution.

overa (entury late[ in the 1760s and 1770t descen-

dants ofthe Puritans were still angered by the same

issues that had upset thek ancestoB:
. the levying of taxes without the people's consent
. the extent of the kingt power
. the creation ofa standing amy that might

threaten their freedom

Puritans erecute King Charles I

CRIIICAL Tlll Xltlc iiale Generalizations Why
was New England a holbed of political protestT



Revolutionary ldeals
Ihroughout the world

influenced by the Ameri(an

rebellion. li the following

decader uprising5 in

Europe, South America and

the Caibbean would be

inspied by similar ideals of

when the British moved, so did Revere and Dawes. Th :y galloped over rhe

countrr.side on their "midnight ride," spreading ihe nevrr. In l-exington, they

were ioined by Dr Samuel Itescott. When Reverc and Da^/es were stopped by

a Bitish pafiol, Prescott broke away and carried the m€ssage ro Concord.

Lexington and Concord At dawn on Apil l9, 1775, n:ore than 700 British

troops reached lExington. There they found Captain John Parker and about

70 colonial militiamen waiting. The British command€r ordered the Ame -
cans to drop their muskets. The colonists refused. No o:re latows who fired

first, but within a few minutes eight militiamen lay dtrrd The British rhen

marched to Concord, where they destroyed military sup plies. A batde broke

out at a bridge north oftown, forcing the British to retrsat.

Nearly 4,000 Minutemen and militiamen arrived in :he area. They lined

the road from Concord to l€xington and peppered th( retreating redcoats

with mrrsket fire. "It seemed as if men came down firm the clouds,' one

British soldier later r€called. Onlv the arrival of 1,OOO m rre lroops saved the

British ftom total destru&ion as they scrambled back r(' Boston.

Lexington and Concord were the first battles ofthe Ri:i/olutionary war As

Ralph Waldo Emerson later wrote, colonial toops had {ired the "shotheard

'round the world. " Americans would now have to choc'l e sides and baak up

their political beliefs by for.e of arms. Those who suppo ned the British were

called loyalists. Those who sided with the rebels were kr own as htriots. The

Revolution had begun.

O CAUSES A D EFFECTS Explain why fighting began at Le( ngton.

IENTIS & AMES

1. Explain the importan(e of

Usllilc YOUR nEADING NOTES

2. Make Generalizationr Complete the diagram

thal you started at the beginning of thls sedion.

KEY IDEAS

3. Why did Britain pass the IrolerableActs?

4. Why were British troops s{rrrt to Concord?

GRITICAL THII'|K| G

5. Draw Conclusions Why lid the (olonists feal
the lntolerable Acts?

6. Analyze Causes What d(mocratic traditions were

threatened by Parliament'r lolicies?

7. Make lnler€nces whyl'rere the British wor ed

about the weapons beinq 5:ored in [exington?

8, GEEEEID ln the lS century the landscape

of Eoston was very diflererrtthan it it today.

Researah and w te a shori paper on how much the

landscape arcund Boston ris changed, or build a

modelof Boston in the 18llt century

.l\,4inutemen

. lntolerableActs

. First Continental

Congress

. Patl Revere

. lexinqton and Concord

ceneIatizaUotr
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